
   

Brothers Love 

Headliners reporters speak to a brother worried for his sibling’s life. 

Where did it all go wrong? A young teenage boy who was doing well in school and had hopes of becoming a doctor turned his back on 
this bright future to follow the path into a south London gang. His parents unaware and only concerned about his slipping grades left his 
14 year old brother with the burden of knowing that his sibling was sinking into a life of crime and violence.  

“It upsets me knowing he’s in a gang. He says it makes him feels secure and that makes me sad that he needs to be in a gang to feel 
secure,” said the older boy. 

His brother is 13 and looks big for his age. “He doesn’t look anything like me. I’m the smallest of the family. He was kicked out of school 
and now he goes to a centre. Before that he was a good boy, good at school and never got into trouble. But since he got involved in 
gangs he’s rude and bad and is getting a reputation with the police. 

“I’m worried that the path he’s going down at the moment he’s not going to see 20. He says that he’ll come out of it before it’s too late, that he wants to become 
a businessman or a doctor, but it’s already too late, he’s got a record and he’ll be lucky to stay out of prison. But he just takes it as a joke. 

“There is a perception that young people join gangs because of safety in numbers and that it is like being in a family, but I think he’s in more danger being in a 
gang. If he wants to be in a group of people he can be with his brothers and sisters. There are eight of us and five are boys. So if he wants to walk with a group 
he can do it with his siblings. 

“But I can see the family link to joining a gang. I have friends in gangs, but none of them would ever pressure me into joining them. They leave that up to you to 
decide. So I guess people join because they are looking for some kind of belonging.  

“If I was out with my brother and some trouble started, sitting here right now talking to you, I’d like to say that I would back him up 
and fight. But at the time it’s totally different. I don’t know if I could. If it was just the two of us, I don’t think he would stick around, 
he’d run off with me. But I love my brother and I don’t want to see him get hurt.  

“If I saw him kill someone I just don’t know what I would do. Would I go to the police? I just don’t know. It’s a person’s life and he 
would have just taken it away. I just don’t know.  

“When I get older and have money I want to take him far away from here, somewhere in the countryside and away from gangs. 
He’s got good inside him, it’s just the environment he lives in that sends him towards gangs. 

“He’s good at music and that could be a passion that could take him out of gangs. My Dad asks him to show him some of his spits but my brother always says 
no ‘cos he thinks my Dad wouldn’t like it. 

"If I tried to find my brother a community music project that he could join, he’d bring all his friends from the gang to it.” 

Words from an emotionally burdened brother struggling to cope with the upsetting situation his family face. Still with the hope that this family will not be 
destroyed by the other family. The family of crime.  

About this story 
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‘Kemmar’ Smith, 14, and Takudzwa Owen Havire, 15  
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Excellent article 
I am the webeditor of a women's online webzine, www.asafeworldforwomen.org and came across this article.  
Congratulations to all involved. Excellently written. 
Andrew Sampson from Cornwall, 27 September 2010 12:57 
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Related Links 

More from Headliners 

Blunt Reality Knife crime, you can’t get away from it. It has been around for decades, from the mods and the rockers in the 1960’s to the streets of London 
today. If you are a young person in the capital the likelihood is that you’ll know someone who is carrying a knife. Headliners reporters ask why so many are 
rolling with a shank?  
Gangs: What’s the attraction? Four young reporters from a Headliners project in west London investigate the growing problem of teenagers being involved in 
gangs.  
Youth Gangs: What's the attraction? Watch a video made by young people in west London looking at the issue of gangs.  
Girl Gangs in South London When the media look at teenage gangs the focus is often on young males, but there are many females with strong links to 
gangs too. Marie Abbott, 14, and Belinda Matande, 14, look at how the support and protection gangs offer can be a big attraction to young girls.  
In My Hood Four members of Headliners talk about their experiences of living with gangs on their doorsteps.  

From the rest of the web 

Kings Corner Project We are a free advice and resource centre with a small team of qualified youth workers and visiting specialists, who provide activities 



and projects for young people aged 15 to 21 from Islington and the surrounding boroughs. We welcome everyone in this age group who can reach us.   
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