
 

Junior Jury: drugs

A 10 year-old girl has become the youngest in the UK to die of a suspected ecstasy overdose. What do 
young people think of when they hear the word 'drugs'?

Last Sunday, 10-year-old Jade Slack died of a suspected overdose of ecstasy, in what would be the youngest such death 
recorded in the UK. What do young people think about when they hear the word 'drugs', and what would they think if their 
parents had taken illegal substances?

Kelly, 
10, 
Newcastle

I don't think people should take drugs, but if they start they just can't help themselves. I would never consider taking any 
myself. When I hear the word 'drugs' I think of ecstasy and cigarettes. When people die from them, well it's their fault really, 
but it still makes me feel sad. I wouldn't like it if my parents were taking drugs and I think I would get in a big mood. I think drug 
dealers should go to prison for a very long time, and if I found someone taking them or if someone forced me to take them, I 
would call the police. I think there are much better things to do for fun.

Shauna, eight, Montagu Estate

I do not like young people taking drugs because they could kill someone and I would never take them myself. My ma says 
'Don't take drugs because they can kill you.' I feel sad when I see people on the news dying from drugs and I would feel mad if 
any of my parents were taking them. I would phone up the police if I found someone taking them. It's not acceptable to take 
drugs because you may die. If you don't take them you will have a happy life. It's really sad that a 10-year-old died from taking 
ecstasy. I think drug dealers should be taken to jail.

Andrew, 16, Wallsend

I don't think young people should be taking drugs, but some get addicted to it and they cannot get off them so they need help. I 
don't go to school anymore but when I did there were drugs being sold. I would not feel happy about my parents taking them 
and I would want them to stop. 

Drug dealers should be put in prison away from the kids that they are selling the drugs to. Someone selling drugs could be 
very dangerous, so I would leave them be. If someone tried offering some to me I would say no and then leave. It's not really 
acceptable to take drugs, but then again Aspirin is one. Most drugs are harmful and can kill you. Not only that, some people 
can become aggressive and hurt others. I want to say that if you get offered something, try not to take it.

Jane, 15, Kenton

I don't think it's acceptable when young people take drugs because it's illegal and there are better ways to have fun. People 
getting high is what I think of when I hear the word 'drugs.' There are drugs going around my school. I have been offered 
some, but I said no. Sometimes, when I hear about people dying from taking drugs, I think it's their own fault and they should 
not have taken them in the first place. I suppose I would be upset with my parents if they had taken them, but it's their lives. 
Anyone caught dealing should be locked up for a very long time. I was quite surprised that a 10-year-old girl could get hold of 
ecstasy.

Kirsten, 12, Cowgate

It makes me feel bad when I hear about young people taking drugs because they shouldn't be doing it and I would never take 
them. There are drugs going around my school, but I have never been offered any. The only drugs I've seen are like medicine 
and stuff like that. If my parents had taken drugs I would be very upset and very disappointed. If I caught someone with drugs I 
would take them off them and stamp on them. I didn't know about the 10-year-old girl who died, but now that I do it makes me 
feel upset. All dealers should get a life sentence.

Gemma, 18, Fenham

Anyone caught dealing drugs should be locked up for a very long time. I was quite surprised that a 10-year-old girl could get 
hold of ecstasy.



When I hear the word 'drugs' I think of heroin addicts living in poor circumstances, people with no options and no way out. I 
have been offered some but I said that I didn't want to do it because it didn't interest me and I didn't want to put myself in 
danger. I think it depends on what drugs dealers are caught with as to how they should be dealt with.

If someone was high on drugs I would try to keep them safe, but if they were about to do some I would try to discourage them. 
It's not acceptable because of the damage they not only do to themselves, but also the others around them. I feel sad that a 
girl as young as 10 who has not really even started out in this world can have her life cut short due to taking drugs.

About the team

This story was produced by Roxanne Slade, 10, and Liam Caine, nine. Junior Jury is a weekly column published in the 
Newcastle Evening Chronicle.

Comments

Drugs??
Drugs seem to be everywere now a days we need to look at y teens pop pills of toot gas, or even sniff coke, i have tried sniffin 
arosole and nail varnish remover, i aint proud but at the time it takes over and u dnt care. BUT i had NO family problems 
nothing i was just bored,, and u soon realise like is 1 big borin cycle.....U can teach kids about drugs but u cnt stop them from 
making the wrong or right desition....
Treshh,,* Richardson (age 14) from Blackpool, 24 October 2008 10:48
say no to drugs
if you whan't to live a long life then say no to drugs 
sarah (age 13) from from bristol, 07 December 2007 10:03
Save Our Love Ones
If we have kids under the ages of ten years old, its our job to try and keep an eye on our love ones. Sometimes in life our kids 
grow and grow too fast before our very eyes. Being and a parent is the hardest job. We can't not be with them all the time. 
Trust your love one to make to right choices in life and that time. Don't lock your kids up in their rooms be open and let them 
come to you. I say if your kids are eating and being happy just let them be kids. Have a family time like the weekends talking 
about anything that on their minds e.g. Mother saying kids tidy their own bedrooms........ ect...... Everyone has be kind to 
themselves. GOD BLESS US ALL. 
PEACE from ELERMORE VALE.N.S.W, 09 September 2007 07:42
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We need to know Ignorance has not been bliss for a long time - secondary school pupils want full and frank sex education, 
and not from their usual teachers either. 
Junior Jury: drugs 
Sex lessons fail pregnancy test   
Cosmetic changes The cosmetics business is a multi-million pound industry. Now a Sheffield businesswoman has spotted 
a gap in the market. Children as young as seven can book into Pure Health & Beauty for a Little Miss Makeover. But young 
reporters from Children's Express aren't so sure that's a good idea. 
Children s films are just a bore  A Children's Express survey of 10 and 11-year-olds reveals that almost all have 
watched 12, 15 or 18 certificate videos, usually with their parents' help. 
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