
   

First day worries on moving up 

Children talk about their fears of starting secondary school. 

Katherine Faulkner, 10, is in Year 6 at St John’s Highbury Vale Church of England School in Islington, North London.  

I'm a bit scared that Ill get lost on my first day at secondary school because that's what happened 
when I went to primary school. My first day is before the rest of the school comes back. It's just 
showing you around, so that you know where to go and you get a map. I'll still get lost because I've got a terrible sense of direction.  

Im going to Dame Alice Owen School, a mixed comprehensive in Hertfordshire; I've already visited it and it's brilliant. I had to sit maths, English and verbal 
reasoning tests. My mum paid for extra tuition. I dont think I'd have passed without it.  

I think the most important thing in a secondary school is that it is mixed because that is what the real world is like. I didn't like the private schools because they 
are single-sex and I don't think that prepares you properly. I didn't think they would suit my personality either.  

I liked the school because the teachers were friendlier and I got on with them and so did my parents. The teachers have had a lot of experience of children 
switching schools so I think they know how it feels.  

No one from my class is going to the same school as me. A girl I know is going but I don't think that well be in the same class. I hope I will make new friends 
because there are after-school and lunchtime clubs where I will meet people who are interested in the same things as me.  

We are in groups according to our ability, so Ill be in so many different classes that I hope they will help me to make more friends. Im not worried about being 
bullied but Ill cope even if I am. It seems very friendly and I'm sure I'll fit in quickly.  

Emma Williamson, 11, is in Year 6 at Warren Hills Primary School, Coalville, Leicestershire.  

I'm going to Castle Rock High School. My brother is there now. That's nice, but he says I'm not allowed to talk to him. I'll speak to him sometimes though. I 
thought the day I spent there was very good, I really enjoyed it.  

I'm looking forward to going to secondary school because the dinners are a lot better. They're really nice, especially the chips and puddings because you can 
have lots. On induction day I had chips, sausage roll and a beef burger. You can also have as many crisps and chocolate bars as you want at break time, but if 
you spend all your money you can't have any dinner.  

On the first day we all have to meet up on the tennis courts and then we get sent to the hall. We go to our form rooms and get to know all of our other teachers. 
We get an organiser with our timetable in, so if you've got maths in the morning you take the books. I think I'll probably be really nervous.  

My form room is nearly on the top floor so I'll be walking up the stairs quite a lot, which is quite healthy. You don't spend all the time with your form tutor, just 
quiet reading and registration. I know my way around the school, I just wandered around at dinner time so I know where things are.  

The worst thing is going to be PE because I hate running. I think it's awful. I hate maths too. We have to take a test when we have been there for a bit and got 
used to things. If you get high marks you go in the top group and if you get low marks you go in the bottom.  

I'm mostly looking forward to making new friends and having new teachers. I've made loads of friends there in just one day. Most of my new friends are girls 
and one of the boys was OK too. The boys in my form weren't really nice but the older boys are quite nice.  

3 comments 

High School :( 
I am terrified of high school, im worried i'll get bullied because of my spots 
Liz (age 12) from perth, 11 January 2010 18:38 
13 
The professional in me would like to perfotm an IP-check to make sure our standards in English primary education are up to scratch - LOL. Glad these 
comments could go some way to reassure you - my brother moves up to secondary this acadamic year - while the choice system has changed completely 
since I was at the time of changing (1992), I have faith that he'll cope fine with the navigation and the distinct difference between primary (every subject in the 
same class) and secondary (moving about to specialists in different classes). I hope we still have specialists, a mate of mine now teaches science at the 
London Nautical School, I know his students will be in good hands but the reports I've had from secondary level students in other places aren't too hot at the 
moment, as long as you have committed permanent teachers rather than dealing with supplys taking up the slack, you'll be fine - my fear from listening to 
young people (which I still do despite my advancing years at 27) is that the teachers aren't committed - if the LEAs can sort that by offering decent pay and 
conditions (as well as the learners doing their bit by concentrating on subject rather than YouTube or 'stabbings up' as my bruv likes to call them) which will 
naturally progress to doing their best for their learners in the end. I'll admit to being a little scared for the learning environment, which will only be improved by 
good teachers growing a backbone! 
Peter Campbell (ex-CE/HL ed) from Göteborg, Sweden, 30 December 1899 00:00 
06 
thankyou for puting this information here its really helped im starting secondry school soon im scared but thats made me feel betterso thanx byellie newman 
20076th of november 
ellie (age 12) from camberly, 30 December 1899 00:00 
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