The team during the various stages of the gruelling cross-Channel adventure

By Karyn Michael
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By Rhasan Brunner, 13 &
Ola Adeniran, 12

Rhasan: Our Voice: Words From
Hackney is a book filled with stories,
poems and pictures written by young
people. It celebrates the work
generated through Words Unite,
which is a community wide initiative
to get Hackney to read more.

The idea is for the book to encourage
children and adults to be
enthusiastic readers.

I think it is very interesting and
unique, because it’s written by
young people and they get to
express their opinions on different
subjects such as the Olympics,
Hackney, Africa and how they feel.

| admired the design of the book and
how it is colourful and matches the

stories and poems inside. Even
though the pictures weren’t by
professional artists | still enjoyed
them because they expressed the
talents and gifts of the young people.
The writers showed a lot of
imagination by the way they used
descriptive phrases. Louise
Drammeh from The Skinners’
Company’s School for Girls describes
the sounds of Hackney: “I hear

A book for and by the borough’s children =——

screams, shouts, music, gossip,
laughing, running, cars, trees
swaying. It is love hidden under harsh
words. It may be loud, but it makes
me proud.”

This book is like an inspiration to me
because it shows there are young
people who have talent in writing and
drawing. | strongly recommend it.
0Ola: The collection of writing set out
in ‘Our Voice’ aims to give a flavour of
what the Words Unite campaign is
about and showcases some of the
work produced by young people.
When I picked up the book | was
immediately intrigued to see what
was inside because the cover was so
bright, it was covered in rainbow
stripes and so eye catching.

Inside there were lots of pictures, one
on every other page. The pictures
accompanied poems, fictional

stories and true-life
stories printed on the
page opposite.

The idea of getting

—

—

children to work Our Voice |
together to produce a Werch from Hodirey |
piece of writing

combined with a picture is a great
one. The final product they produced
was lovely and even though young
people produced the content it was
of a really high standard.

[t might sound like a cliché, but |
thought the book was inspirational.
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