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nearly a year's work raising the voice®efng-13 aea Islington?

olds in Islington. We've got feedback fionm?2ye Sharp End: whas' the

groups on everythlng from Safety to m youth knife crime? V¢ interview
inners. There’s pictures and stories frori%He-

first ever Loud’N’Clear residential; plus some areat

articles on making religious choices Thews!
Islington, how adults have wrecked AS part of
environment, and what young peop I our
look like in the fﬁ]ﬂ!@l' consultation

project,
tHANKyou! roudtlCleat
!_oads of.people and organisations havbeen feeding your views back to adults on
involved in Loud N Clear oer the last year the council and local youth workers.
Massive thanks to: Maria and eeryone at the We attended the first Children and
Eritrean Youth Club; Islington Bmily Welfare Young Peoples Partnership meeting
Association; Richad Cloudesley School; Rose in November 2007. Now renamed
Bowl and Hanley Couch youth clubs; the Partnerships and Participation
Arsenal’s Kickz project; Roy Heath; Opation Board, Jordan and Ghizlan from
Soapbox; Emily Mornberry MP; Wodcraft Headiliners are acting as vice-chairs
Folk; Islington Police and Kingsvood Activity on the board - helping you get your
Centres. Most of all thanks to all theagung voice heard in Islington. If y ou want
reporters for their had work and enthusiasm. to get involved, please get in touch!

Loud N Clear is an outreach programme coordinated by Headliners in
partnership with the I slington Children’s Fund. The Chidren’s Fund has
been sponsoring a range of projects for 5 - 13 year olds. These projects

are bringing services and groups together across the borough, to
develop the ways that children and families can be effectively supported.

IRN“X Cultural Foundation, 35-47 Bethnal Green Rd., London, E1 6LA

Wgr-tgadliners.org 020 7749 9360
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Keepir

falth?

Young Headliners eporters from Islington inestigate the changing beliefs obyng people

London is possibly the most multi-cultural city in the world
with millions of people from different cultures, races and
religions living next door to each other. But young people
here have different views on religion, and there seems to
be a growing number of young people, our friends
included, who are converting from one religion to another,
or at least thinking about i t.

Sarah, 18, is one such young person. She told us, "I don't
believe in God and there are many, many reasons why. |
lost faith when | w as 14. At that time | w as such a strong
Catholic, and then suddenly the more | was learning about
it the more | didn't | ike it. | would go to chur ch and listen
to the readings but I didn't | ike what the priest w as
saying. It f elt wrong in my heart. So, that's when | started
thinking about other r eligions."

She says her family, who are very strict
Catholics, didn't support her decision. "I told
my mum | w as changing to Wiccan and was
reading books on the subject to find out
more. My mum wouldn't speak to me for a
very long time and she banned me from
reading books about it. She got a priest to
come to my house and she was crying and

crying.”

Wiccan is a magical tradition, which contains aspects of
ceremonial magic and ritual, spirituality and mysticism.
Those who believe in it celebrate the changing seasons,
the phases and power of the Moon and Sun, and a
Goddess and God. W never knew there was a religion like
this and we all thought at first that i t meant Sarah was a
Goth and believed in the devil, and we thought she would
be wearing all black. But she was just a normal teenager
like us, she dressed the same and acted the same. She
wasn't what we thought she w as going to be. It just goes
to show that y ou should never judge a person before you
have met them.

Not all young people who have questioned their religion
have had such a difficult time with their f amilies. James,
16, is a friend of Sarah's and says, "My family is pretty

open minded about stuff. We all realise that we have the

“The last time |
went to Mass
my parents
forced me, and
this isn't right
because | like
to make my
own decisions”

14-year old Yosieph, from Islington, says he believes in
God but would think about changing his religion: "I ha ve
been brought up in a Catholic atmosphere but | doubt m'y
religion because things in the world are never peaceful
and if God existed he would make it a better place. The
last time | went to mass m y parents forced me, and this
isn't right because | like to make my own decisions and be
independent. | think y oung people change religions
because they are influenced by their peers or because
they don't think their r eligion is all it's cracked up to be."

But not all young people want to change their r eligion
Bana, 12, from Archway, says "l believe in God because |
am a Christian and | don't doubt my religion because my
family is Christian and | was brought up like that. | bel ieve
that God created the world. | would not change m y
religion, even if my friends did, because | like to make my
own decisions. Some young people who want to change
their religion don't r ealise that other people might be
happy with the religion they are born into."

And Amon, 10, agrees: "l believe in Christianity and | have
no doubts about it, but | think | would be happ y with
whatever religion | was born into. But | think some
religions cause problems, because sometimes
people from one religion are racist against
people from another religion.”

It seems there is great conflict in the minds of
some young people who want to or have
changed religions, as it can completely
change your lifestyle and your relationship
with your family and friends. One idea could
be for councils or youth groups to run courses
for young people who need to know the truth
about their religion and others. Otherwise the
youth of this generation might gr ow up in a time of gr eat
religious confusion. Whatever happens we must all
remember that whether y ou've changed religions or
whether you haven't it is always important to r espect
other religions and not to stereotype people.




y did the Loud N Clear reporters

0 investigate religion and what
d@Rhey learn from doing the
eM\ng faith’ story? Here you can

read about their experiences...

“ltwas
interesting
because we
got to find out
about other
religions
instead of just
our point
of view. BANA * Religion’s a fact of
life. In the world
there's racism and
“ Religion's a big topic at the different people being
moment, especially with conflicts rude about other
around the world due to different religions, and it's a big
religious beliefs. " problem.”
YOSIEPH BANA

the big questior

Why were we born? Why were you born you and not someone else?jl\What happens when we die?

Operation Soapbox is a national project run by London's South Bank IB&Riel: | think that Hea ven
Centre to look at where ideas come from. We received a Soapbox ere you relive all your goo

containing a question from a member of the public and we could do mories in your head, and
anything we wanted to respond to it. Our question was ‘If God created the Il'is where you relive all y
world, then who created God?’ That got us thinking about some of the big memories in your head.

guestions in life. Here are some of our thoughts...

Would you like to live forever?
Lizzy: Only if | could live in permanent youth.
Sophy: No, it would get boring.

Daniel: No, all my friends and family would die
and I'd become a lonely old man.

Louis: I'd like to live to 102 so | could get the
certificate from the Queen and then have two
years to say goodbye to everyone.

o r eally bad things
is such a thing as H

Man created

Louis: In 'O Brother, Where Art Thou', a man
swaps his soul to be able to play a guitar really
well - but what happens to him after? His soul
can't live on because he's already sold it.

God so he would have
something to look up to.

Daniel:

d afterlives? @How do we know if we're alive?
AeaH 01 06 noA op ‘yresep Jaye a3y sI aidayl Ji




Whaloes thiieuno?

As part of the South Bank’s ‘Operation Soapbox’ project, we got
thinking about what the future might look like. Read our news stories to discover
how the lives of young people might have changed many moons from now...

new rules of voting, after a
controversial poll showed
that most teens would v ote
for the party in red. This

In a bold new moVe, Labour
MPs today announced drastic

\oting at 12- Right or Wwong?

21st March 2053
interview he today said: "l
am shocked and appallgd by
this bill- it has no benefits
for the country and is simply
a ploy to keep Labour '!n
power, and if they continue
scraping the

poll, published
in the
Guardian, was
apparently
requested by
a member of
the party to
judge
whether the

bottom of the
barrel for
solutions, they
will get
splinters under
their
fingernails!"

YOUNG
RECORD
COMRNY
IS A
SMASHHIT!

March 10th 4812

Last night saw the
grand opening of the

with a massive party
at the Glitz and
Glamour club near
Brixton, in what used
to be South London.

bill would
keep them in power. T_he
leader of the party, Prime

contacted but refused to
comment.

Party leader, James
Chamberlain, criticnsgd
the bill. In an exclusive

Minister Steve Jackson, Was

Predictably, the Conservative

A schoolchid named Richard
today said, "l am not sure
about this new bill. | am
eleven, and it will give me a
great sense of responsibiity-
but | don't know whether |

The Lozi school helps
bands and musicians
under the age of 16
produce their own

Lozi High music school

records. "Young people
and children run this
school and do a really
good job of it," said Jack
Fitzal, 15.

We spoke to Louis
O'Shaughnessy, one
of Lozi's founders:

Q: Have you learnt
anything so far in your
time working here?
LOUIS: | think I'v e
understood that people
my age don't just | ike
chiksen and ramby and
these other new genres
of music from the last
twenty years. They are
also into ancient music
forms such as RnB and
rock music, and they
even like classical and

am ready to deal with such a

great responsibiity!”

By Daniel Pare, 11

S —

L

opera, which are almost
forgotten art f orms these
days."

Louis, at the age of 11, and
his partner Ziyad, who is
nine, are the youngest Chief
Bxecutives of any company
in human history.

By Louis & Ziyad

Primary School have begun
holding classes outdoors in
an attempt to mak e teaching
more interesting.

Leaming al frescd

Teachers of Class J5 at Arenir

Yesterday afternoon the
children went outside,
jumped onto their ho ver-
boards and got ready for a
very interesting lesson on
fractions. They were lined up
in rows of even numbers,
then told to split into half,

nd half again. until thev got

Q

12/04/2150

to the lowest number
possible. In a biology lesson
later in the day Class K9 went
down to the school gardens.
They studied how a plant
grows and were soon
planting some of their own.

The pupils enjoyed this way
of learning, however Tony
Blair didn't. He said, "I
disapprove of this greatly. |
leave London for 142 years
and look what it's turned
into! A dirty, badly run city"
But Tony isn't Prime Minister
anymore, and the support of
real PM Elzabeth Jackson
shows what a good idea this
is. The schools, teachers -
and of course the children -
all love the new lessons.

A new, international law
allows teenagers to leave
school at the age of 13 and
become an MP or the
Prime Ministet

Young people could take
over the world, make it
easier for more people go
to university. On the other
hand, they might advise
people to eat five packets
of crisps instead of five
fruit and veg a day.

Some people (children
mostly) are delighted with
the new idea while others

Liverpool, said "This is not

Bv Sophv Levs-Johnston. 9 |

a good idea because they

13 - become I%i

eawe school at

are terrified. Anna, 32 from

1st Jan 2469
disagreed: "I think i twill
be a good idea as long as
the children are well
educated."

Such Idiots
It seems members of the
public have different views,
but what do the curr ent
MPs think of the idea?
One oppostion MP, Jamie
Corciavelli, for North
Islington said: "l don't
know what the
governments of the world
are doing, they are such
idiots!" Media organisationg
have been infesting the
houses of parliament ever
since the news got out.




Emily Thornberry, MP for
Islington South and

Finsbury, takes her
environmental

responsibilities seriously, so
much so that she won the
ePolitix award for
Environment MP of the Year
2006. When we interviewed
Emily she told us: "Climate
change will affect everyone -
but it is the next gener ation of
young people who stand to
suffer most from the long term consequences of climate
change. | know that a lot of y oung people understand this
and are pushing the politicians of today to tackle this huge
problem."

Emily also worries about how climate change will affect
vulnerable people: "There are a number of things that wi Il
happen as a result
of climate change -
rising sea levels,

\l

like hurricanes, volcanoes. And
when these things happen it
tends to hit the poor worst, and
it hits them first."

Gloria doesn't think that
politicians are doing enough to
deal with climate change.
"Obviously they can do more.
There should definitely be

stronger rules because at the
moment we just have guidelines

which people don't really have
to conform to." Kemi, 16, agreed that "they should start
tackling it more now," especially in terms of implementing
the Kyoto treaty. Kemi did have some positive things to
say as well: "It's qui te interesting because there's the new
Clmate Bill that's come through, | think that's one of the
main steps.” Emma was aware of the practical difficulties
for politicians of dealing with such a big issue: "Politicians
know they're only
going to be in
politics for a short

disruption to food
supplies, more
volatile weather -
and | think the

time and climate
change is a long-
term issue, but |

think there are

most disturbing fact
is that these
problems will affect
the poorest first."
She reckons that
everyone needs to
take responsibiity
for the problem:
"We need to work
together to tackle
climate change.
That means we all have to do our part as individuals, and
the Government has to make sure that we are taking
action at the national and international lev els as well."

We also met with young activists from the youth
organisation the Woodcraft Folk at the C-Change event on
Clapham Common. Gloria, Emma and kmi are on the
steering group of the C-Change campaign, which the
Woodcraft Folk has been working on to raise awareness

some politicians
who really do care,
and | think
particularly the
European Union has
made a lot of
progress."

What are the things
young people can
do to help? Gloria
told us, "We're hoping to make people change their
attitudes so they don't think of cl imate change as this
great big, scary thing that no-one can do an ything about.
We think of it as something that we can all help with."
Kemi, for example, suggested "turning down the
thermostat in y our house and wearing a jumper instead,
and switching off appliances, like your TV."

Emma said "the best thing you can do for yourself is to

about climate change.

Emma, 18, told us that "Young people
should really be interested in climate
change because our world is going to be
next." We wanted to know how our
lifestyles would be affected: "Maybe we'll
be limited in terms of making less flights.
We'll certainly have to develop new
technologies and new ways of doing
things." Gloria, 14, also pointed out that "W e get most of
our food from overseas so f they can't grow it any more
because of floods or droughts then it's going to mean we
won't get such a wide selection."

The impact of climate change can be much more serious
than a chanae of diet for some people. as Emma made

find out mor e - the next generation
shouldn't be denied the rights and
resources that every previous generation
has had. You can pressurise your
parents and make them change their
lifestyle too."

Adults today are hopefully listening and

_ might try to stop destr oying the world
we are growing up in. We don't know

what's going to happen in the f uture - maybe we will have
a new ice age or a heat wave - but we should be prepared
just in case. We are already ruining the world, and we
should all see that by now.

Interviews and story by Gyasi, 10, Maryam, 8, Lizzy, 9,
Gabbv. 11 and Jamie. 13.



“ | particularly liked
archery because |
learnt as well as
having fun. | think
that the ar chery
was really great.
SISTERBANAAND One of the things |
TOHANAGETREAR learnt in archery —

was how to hold

the bow.”

ARCHERY

‘ My first favourite activity was
archery. At the end of ar chery
we had a little competition. The
finalists each had one arrow and
the person with the highest
points won; the winner w as
Sarra. | thought that ar chery
was a muddy session and an SURESHO’ SARRAWONTHEARCHER COMPETITION

exciting one too.”
Amon, 10

‘ The zip wire was not
very scary, exept for
the bit when you just
finished climbing up
the ladder and you
were standing on this
big piece of wood and
t was realy wobby
When | jumped of f the
platform | feIt Iike I

How scared was I? THA PLATEORM_OOKS was flying.” ey COME$AFEIY IN TOLAND
“ When | started to climb the PRETTHIGH.. Maryam, 8

ladder | felt excited, but when |
reached the platform | look ed
down and | got r eally scared - so
| pushed myself to reach my

target and made it to the top .
When | got to the top and | had THEGROUFHELP
to jump, my whole body started HIGHEIS: EACHGTHEROUT

to shake like | was going to die or
| was going mad. But when |
reached the bottom | just w anted
to do it again - and that f elt really
good because | knew that | w as

BETHLETSFLY WITHHERARRQV

LOUISLOOKSPLEASE|
WITHHIS ATTEMPT

WITHTHEIR
HARNESSES




JORMAN MAKESIT TOTHETOH

pool party,
campfire and
Zip wire.

FUN

“ At the pool party
everyone had a go on the
kayak while the rest of the
group made waterfalls and
rapids with their feet. |
thought that this activi ty
was extremely fantastic
because no other activity
centre has kayaks in their

swimming pools.”

THETHREBMUSKETEERS
DANIEL, LOUISAND TRISAN

LISAGIVES
SOPHIAA LIFT

On the 15th of February

Loud’'N’ Clear went on a
residential to a Kingswood centre
in Buckinghamshire.

I, along with Beth, Jordan and Daniel,
organised and ran the trip and
facilitated all our self-led sessions.
The sessions included a quiz; map
making (in groups creating massive
maps of our ideal neighbourhood
using cut outs from newspapers and
magazines); the recipe for a perfect
residential, and a Little Sister
workshop featuring me as the voice
of Little Sister herself and Beth and
Jordan as the presenters.

The residential was for
three days. The adventure
activities that we did on
the trip were archery,
Aeroball, fencing, climbing,

THETWGHEADEDBEAST

In the Little Sister workshop everyone
taking part was divided into two
groups. The idea was that while one
group was performing the other w as
the audience. In each group there
were four pairs and each pair had to
choose a subject that affects young
people that they would pr esent to the
audience. We filmed all the
housemates entering the Little Sister
house and presenting their subject.
The idea was to get them to have a
debate but Little Sister had to butt in
a few times to encourage them!

The audience were allowed to vote on
the team from each episode that they

liked the best. There was a
showdown and the final winners
were Sophy and Lizzy talking
about racism. The runners up
were Maryam and Yohana with
Gang Cuture. It w as really close
- only one vote between them,
and Sophy and Lizzy won a £5
HMV wucher each. It was a

“ On Day 2 we had a
quiz. | loved it because
some questions were
difficult and some were
not. My group knew
most of the answers.
This made me feel like sometimes we
were going to win, but | also f elt like |
was learning new things. We did well
because we came second place. |
thought that ev eryone tried their best.”
Yohana, 12

MARYAM CATCHESSOMH

ZIP WIREACTION

ONGWRD
LEARNINGHON
TOLUNGEAND

PARRY IN OUR
FENCING
WORKSHOP

GETTINGHELOWDQVN ON CLIMBING
FROMTHEKINGSWOOINSTRUCDRS

The recipe for the perfect residential
was the last workshop we did before
we left and in it we were asked to
create a recipe that in our minds
would sum up the residential for us.
Everyone was involved in this activity
and we got some pretty cool meals
(most of them y ou probably wouldn't
dare to eat!!) Lots of people chose
chocolate to represent mud and ice-
cream to represent the cold weather.
Some other examples were candyfloss
because the residential was fun and
lemon tart because it was full of crazy
twists.

Even though it was absolutely
freezing, everyone had a really good
time and learnt lots of new ski lls
(fencing, Aeroball, archery etc) and
really enjoyed themselves.

By Sarra, 12
See the photos and read more about the




SOPHIA
JORIAN AND

MARYAM HARI
AT WORK

PLACESOF
WORSHIRFOR
ALL FAITHS

Here’s how our area

ARR A DJORDAN O =
Q
=2{0]0}3
D AMO
ARRA OOKSO - =
A
; i O R/OUSK FOR
ONO
RHO i R R 0 AC EA . | .
ATHEREDOD DHE o)

I i E Recipes by Yohana, Sophy, Daniel, Lisa, Lizzy,
CI e Or Bana and Beth. All words on this page by Bana.

| hope we go again!

the t&: “ This residential was cool and fun a
resiletd...




HUZAIFA AMON

. | have lived in Islington for eleven

I am 15 and | go to Richard years. It tak es me one minute to get to
Cloudesley Shool. | live in a school. There's a park nearby where you
house in Stoke Newington, in can play football, basketball and tennis. I | ike going to

ME AND MY BROTHER northeast London. There are  the park and playing but | don't | ike it when there's
UMAN IN BED five people living in the house:  teenagers in a group in that ar ea. | do feel safe when

_— me, my mum and dad, my I'm on my way to or from school - that's fine because it's
brother Uman and my sister daytime isn't it? But when it's night time and I'm coming
Maryam. | share a bedroom back, then it's dark so you don't know wher e people are.
with my brother and sister. Our | ywoyld make my area better for young people by having
house has six ooms and a more youth clubs and sports facilities. If | had a choice |
garden. Itis a big house. The would move to the countryside, because it's got more
sitting room is my favourite space and it's open.
room because that is where

ME, oUTSIDE

OURHOUSE

QURNEW
KITCHEN

my family gets together and I'm 13 and a

talks. We have a big garden. :

In the garden there is lots of Elijgl]la?;

grass and flowers. My mum

looks after the garden. When | Cloudesley

sit in the gar den | can hear School. | took

aeroplanes, and the pictures of A PHOOGRAPHDF
neighbours talking.We have myself at home ALL MY FAMILY
BBQs in the garden in the with my family.

summertime - | | ike to eat ME AND MY SISTERS

everything on the BBQ! We are I BUNMIAND SHOLA

friends with our neighbours -
they are friendly people.

My Mum
TRISEN '
My family's lived in
Tufnell Park for 15
years. It tak es about
five minutes for me —
tsoc r?(f;to Young people from Islington, including pupils at Richard N
There are  Cloudesley School, talk about where they live and share A
playing their photos of home. I've lived in Archway
fields in for 11 years. There's
mg’ afreall JO R D\N not that much to do in m y area
| do fee

safe where | live - |
don't think gangs
would come into our
house, and they're
not around all the
time. A park and
more lighting would
make my area better
for young people,
and less gangs.

really. There's a little bit of
space, and a park that has
swings, but | don't r eally like
the baby parks. Sometimes |

I've lived in Highbury for nearly five years. It
takes me about 20-25 minutes to get to
school. Headiners isn't far from my house

and we've got parks and youth clubs nearby. |

feel safe but sometimes in my
area there's people smoking
and taking drugs on the street.
Probably if we had bigger
parks, and more youth projects
for teenagers it would make the
area better for young people. |
like my house but | don't r eally
like the area where | live.

like that there's a lot of green spaces in my area, and a
swimming pool. | don't | ike the fact that I | ive right near the
rival school to mine, which means | don't f eel safe coming
home from school. Perhaps more things to do, like maybe a
cinema, would improve my area for young people. | wouldn't
mind possibly moving out of London just because it would be
greener. But I'm happy here at the moment.

| am 16 and | go to Richar d
Cloudesley hool. Meet my family...

My mum TRACY

MY YOUNGER



AT THE

Young People and Knife

KNIFE CRIMESSEEMTOBE A PROBLEMAROUNDTHEUK, AND ISLINGDN IS AFFECTEDOQ
LOrs OFKIDSAREBEINGKILLED FORLIVINGIN A DIFFERENAREAORBECAJSETHEY

BELONGTOANOTHERGANG AND WE THINK THAT THISIS A SERIOUSSSUETHAT WE HAVE TO
LOOKAT. WE SPOKETOEACH OTHERABOUTKNIFE CRIMEAND WE INTER/IEWEDPC BvLYN

HUGHES A SCHOOL®FFICERNITHISLINGDN POLICE

INTER/IEWWITHPC HIGHES(CENTRE (ONDUCTEBY (LEFTTORIGH) SAMUEL, 10, AEL, J

14, AvoN 10, Ly, 12, EMRAVIT, 11AND YOHANA 12

What does your job involve?

| work in the saf er schools office. I'm
there to assist both the pupils and the
teachers with advice, and | deal with any

| don't ha ve those statistics to hand, but
as far as I'm aware knife crime has
actually dropped in the last twelve
months. There is a possible increase

crime that happens within the
school.

What do you think

causes knife crime among
young people?

Peer pressure. | think some
people think they get r espect by
carrying knives. “For protection”
is probably the number one

among young people, but
overall it has dropped.

Would you put that down to
any programmes you've put
into place?

We run Operation Curb. If we
have intelligence that a certain
group is causing problems we
will combat that by visible

answer | get from young people. Some
think that carrying a kni fe for protection is
a good reason, but unfortunately a lot of
people are hurt with knives that get taken
off them [b y someone else].

Why don’t young people want to

come forward when they’ve

witnessed knife crime?

Maybe they're scared, or they think that
because i's a young person carrying a
knife they'll get away with it, which isn't
the case.

What protection can be offered to

young witnesses of knife crime?

In court we can put screens up so the

person that's in trouble doesn't see you, or
use video links
so you don't
see anybody in
the courtroom.

How do the
figures for knife
crime in
Islington

policing, and speaking to them with their
parents. We'll not only arr est them but try
and get them to do other things - get
them on to football or into music - any
ways to stop them going into crime.

Are gangs as prevalent as we are led

to believe by the media?

There are gangs, and there's always been
gangs, but just because children hang
around in a group doesn't mean they're a
gang. The media seem to think that
because they're in a group that means
they're going to go and cause trouble.
Mostly they haven't got anywhere to go;
there's not a lot of places for them to go
after school. Parents work long hours so
there's no-one at home sometimes and
they can't get in. So all they can do is
hang around on the streets.

What might be some of the solutions

to knife crime among young people?
Education and talking to young people.
Find out why they feel they have to carry
knives and see if we can't work to get rid
of those reasons.
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