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Loud N Clear is an outreach programme coordinated by Headliners in
partnership with the I slington Children’s Fund. The Children’s Fund has

been sponsoring a range of projects for 5 - 13 y ear olds. These projects
are bringing services and groups together across the borough, to

develop the ways that children and families can be effectively supported.

Welcometo the Spring ‘08 edition of
Loud’N’Clear magazine. These pages - written by
and for young people - contain the outcome of
nearly a year’s work raising the voices of 8-13 year-
olds in Islington. We’ve got feedback from youth
groups on everything from safety to school
dinners. There’s pictures and stories from the
first ever Loud’N’Clear residential; plus some great
articles on making religious choices, knife crime in
Islington, how adults have wrecked our
environment, and what young people’s lives might
look like in the future. Enjoy!

tHANKyou!
Loads of people and organisat ions have been
involved in Loud N Clear over the last year.
Massive thanks to:  Maria and everyone at the
Eri trean Youth Club; Is l ington Family Welfare
Associat ion; Richard Cloudesley School;  Rose
Bowl and Hanley Crouch youth clubs;
Arsenal ’s Kickz project;  Roy Heath; Operat ion
Soapbox; Emily Thornberry MP; Woodcraft
Folk;  Is l ington Pol ice and Kingswood Act iv i ty
Centres. Most of al l  thanks to al l  the young
reporters for their  hard work and enthusiasm.

news!
As part of
our
consultation
project,
Loud’N’Clear
has been
feeding your views back to adults on
the council and local youth workers.
We attended the first Children and
Young People’s Partnership meeting
in November 2007. Now renamed
the Partnerships and Participation
Board, Jordan and Ghizlan from
Headliners are acting as vice-chairs
on the board - helping you get your
voice heard in I slington. If y ou want
to get involved, please get in touch!

welcome!
CONTENTS
Page 3: What do young people think? 
Page 4: Keeping Faith? Explor ing rel igion.
Page 6: What Does the Future Hold? What
young people wi l l  be up to many years
from now!
Page 7: Adults Have Ruined Our World:
how wi l l  we cope with the legacy of
cl imate change?
Page 8: L’N’C Resident ial :15 of us escape
to Buckinghamshire for the weekend.
Page 11: Where We Live: what ’s i t  l ike
growing up around Isl ington?
Page 12: At the Sharp End: what ’s the
story on youth kni fe cr ime? We interview
PC Hughes.

Headliners is based at: 
Rich Mix Cultural Foundation, 35-47 Bethnal Green Rd., London, E1 6LA
For further information, and to find out more about what we do, please go to:
www.headliners.org or phone us on 020 7749 9360.
Email: enquiries@headliners.org

GET IN
TOUCH



About half our gr oup thought that they did get
listened to by the adults in their l ife, but
everybody thought that y oung people should
have a bigger say in how society is
run...Everyone in the group said they wouldn't
smoke because they know how bad it is for their
health and how i t affects other people around
them. Some people in the group said that the
government doesn't really care that people
smoke because it makes a lot of money out of
them...The group agreed that schools should
provide healthy food for pupils to eat. A lot of

the group said that their schools used to have a
lot of junk f ood such as chips but that their
school meals have now improved.  Sophia, 10

We have been making a film about the Kickz
project at Elthorne Park. Kickz is a project run by
Arsenal to get young people playing football. We
wanted to make the fi lm at Elthorne Park because

the park is being rebuilt wi th a new f ootball pitch. We asked young
people from Kickz what could be done to improve

Elthorne Park. They told us that the park has a
problem with drug users and needs more lighting

because people are put of f going ther e after dark.
We also asked them about what they get out of

the Kickz project. They said it keeps them off the
streets and keeps them fit and healthy, and that

without i t they would
be sitting at their

computers.

Gizem, 12, Edah, 10, Ian, 12 and

what do young people The Loud N Clear participation team - Sarra
Jordan, Beth and Daniel - have been out and
about in Islington finding out young people’s
views on a whole load of stuff - from bullying

to smoking, from healthy eating to safety 
on the streets. And they’ve been taking your
feedback to the adults in charge at Islington

Council. Read what they had to say here 
- and if you would like your youth group to 
get involved in our consultation visits, then

- pleaseget in touch!

AT HANLEY CROUCH
“ Our school council doesn't make changes

and they don't tell the teachers stuff.”

“ London's not a safe

place to live because

lots of yp get killed, like

a 17-year old who was

killed for a phone.”

BULLYING
“ You can't tel l people about
being bullied coz if you do
they'll just bul ly you even more
because you told on them. I
think that y ou need a lot of
people outside making sure that
people aren't getting bul lied,
and more cameras - and people
that r eally care.”

“ I think that al l the bul lies
should be taught a lesson
because at the end of the day if
they got bul lied they would be
in the same situation as the
people they are bullying now.
We need things like Childline,
fostering, the NSPCC, victims’
support lines - all the things
that could help victims of
bullying get stronger.”

“ One reason people bully
people is because they are

jealous of them and they w ant
to be much more like them.”

SAFETY
“ Mobile phones can get stolen
or broken. It doesn't mak e
people feel safe carrying their
phones around with them. If m y
phone got stolen I would cal l
the police.”

“ Don’t harass kids, but stay
with them to mak e sure they're
safe and in the place that
they're supposed to be playing
in.”

“ Make young
people carry
mobile phones
so parents
could ring them
and make sure
they were safe.”

think?

“ Everyone should have a booklet sent to them about

how dangerous it is to join gangs.”      Gabby, 11

“ I'd tax rich people more than poor people, and withthe tax that goes to the monarchy I’d make a new taxthat goes to poverty-affected countries.”  Daniel, 11

AT HEADLINERS

“ I think they should just ban smoking completely,
even in private places.”             Tristan, 10

AT ELTHORNE PARK

SARRA(FAR RIGHT) LEADSA CONSULTATIONWITHYOUNGPEOPLE
FROMTHEHEADLINERSLOUDN CLEARGROUP

GIZEMAND EDAH ON LOCATION
IN ELTHORNEPARK

SAM(LEFT)
AND IAN
INTERVIEWBILL
WILLIAMSAT

AT THE ROSE BOWL



London is possibly the most multi-cultural city in the world
with mi llions of people from different cultures, races and
religions living next door to each other. But young people
here have different views on religion, and there seems to
be a growing number of young people, our friends
included, who are converting f rom one religion to another,
or at least thinking about i t.

Sarah, 18,  is one such young person. She told us, "I don't
believe in God and there are many, many reasons why. I
lost faith when I w as 14. At that time I w as such a strong
Catholic, and then suddenly the more I w as learning about
it the mor e I didn't l ike it. I would go to chur ch and listen
to the r eadings but I didn't l ike what the priest w as
saying. It f elt wrong in my heart. So, that's when I started
thinking about other r eligions."

She says her family, who are very strict
Catholics, didn't support her decision. "I told
my mum I w as changing to Wiccan and was
reading books on the subject to find out
more. My mum wouldn't speak to me f or a
very long time and she banned me from
reading books about it. She got a priest to
come to my house and she was crying and
crying."

Wiccan is a magical tradition, which contains aspects of
ceremonial magic and ritual, spirituality and mysticism.
Those who believe in it celebrate the changing seasons,
the phases and power of the Moon and Sun, and a
Goddess and God. We never knew there was a religion like
this and we all thought at first that i t meant Sarah was a
Goth and believed in the devil, and we thought she would
be wearing all black. But she was just a normal teenager
like us, she dressed the same and acted the same. She
wasn't what we thought she w as going to be. It just goes
to show that y ou should never judge a person before you
have met them.

Not all young people who have questioned their religion
have had such a difficult time wi th their f amilies. James,
16, is a friend of Sarah's and says, "My family is pretty
open minded about stuff. We all realise that we have the
right as individuals to bel ieve in what we w ant and it's

14-year old Yosieph, from Islington, says he believes in
God but would think about changing his r eligion: "I ha ve
been brought up in a Catholic atmosphere but I doubt m y
religion because things in the world are never peaceful
and if God existed he would make it a bet ter place. The
last time I went to mass m y parents forced me, and this
isn't right because I l ike to make my own decisions and be
independent. I think y oung people change religions
because they are influenced by their peers or because
they don't think their r eligion is all it's cracked up to be."

But not al l young people want to change their r eligion
Bana, 12, from Archway, says "I bel ieve in God because I
am a Christian and I don't doubt m y religion because my
family is Christian and I was brought up l ike that. I bel ieve
that God created the world. I would not change m y
religion, even if my friends did, because I like to make my
own decisions. Some young people who want to change
their religion don't r ealise that other people might be
happy with the r eligion they are born into."

And Amon, 10, agrees: "I bel ieve in Christianity and I have
no doubts about i t, but I think I would be happ y with
whatever religion I w as born into. But I think some

religions cause problems, because sometimes
people from one religion are racist against
people from another religion."

It seems there is great conflict in the minds of
some young people who want to or ha ve
changed religions, as it can completely
change your lifestyle and your relationship
with your family and friends. One idea could
be for councils or youth groups to run courses
for young people who need to know the truth
about their r eligion and others. Otherwise the

youth of this generation might gr ow up in a time of gr eat
religious confusion. Whatever happens we must all
remember that whether y ou've changed religions or
whether you haven't i t is always important to r espect
other religions and not to stereotype people.

“The last time I
went to Mass
my parents

forced me, and
this isn't right
because I like
to make my

own decisions”

STORY BY, FROML-R:  FEVEN(13), BANA (12), SARAH(14), YOSIEPH(14), HENOK

keeping faith?
Young Headliners reporters from Islington investigate the changing beliefs of young people 

SARAH, FAR LEFT, AND JAMIE, FRONT, SPEAKTOTHEERITREANYOUTHGROUP

ABOUTTHEIRRELIGIOUSBELIEFS



feedback

the big questionsthe big questions

Why did the Loud N Clear reporters
want to investigate religion and what
did they learn from doing the
‘keeping faith’ story? Here you can
read about their experiences...

“ It was interesting coz I got
to find out about other
religions, how they
celebrate, their lifestyle...I
never knew what a Wiccan
was or how they 
celebrate, but now I know. ”

SIMON

“ Religion's a big topic at the
moment, especially with conflicts
around the world due to different
religious beliefs. ” 

YOSIEPH

“ Religion can evolve
into racism…for
example, in school, say
you have a bunch of
Muslims and a bunch of
Christians, they might
not hang around with
each other, they might
fight wi th each other.”

SIMON

“ Religion is important to me because it's a big topic. Not believing in God would mean going to
Hell. And I think the message should spread and people should know what religions there are
out there. ” YOSIEPH

“ It w as
interesting
because we
got to find out
about other
religions
instead of just
our point 
of view.”

BANA
“ Religion’s a fact of
life. In the world
there's racism and
different people being
rude about other
religions, and it's a big
problem.”

BANA
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Operation Soapbox is a national project run by London’s South Bank
Centre to look at where ideas come from. We received a Soapbox
containing a question from a member of the public and we could do
anything we wanted to respond to it. Our question was ‘If God created the
world, then who created God?’ That got us thinking about some of the big
questions in life. Here are some of our thoughts...

WWould yould you lou l ikike to le to l ivive fe f ororevever?er?
Lizzy: Only if I could l ive in permanent youth.
Sophy: No, it would get boring.
Daniel: No, all my friends and family would die
and I'd become a lonely old man.
Louis: I'd l ike to l ive to 102 so I could get the
certificate from the Queen and then have two
years to say goodbye to everyone.

Daniel: I think that Hea ven is
where you relive all your good
memories in your head, and
Hell is where you relive all your
bad memories in your head.

Louis: In 'O Brother, Where Art Thou', a man
swaps his soul to be able to play a guitar really
well - but what happens to him after? His soul
can't live on because he's already sold it.

Gabby: If we do r eally bad things we might go to
Hell, and there is such a thing as Heaven and Hell.
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Why were we born? Why were you born you and not someone else? What happens when we die?

If there is life after daeath, do you go to H
eaven

or are you born as a new person?If there's reincarnation then do you remember your before-lives an
d 
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In a bold new move, Labour

MPs today announced drastic

new rules of voting, after a

controversial poll showed

that most teens would v ote

for the part y in red. This

poll, published

in the
Guardian, was

apparently
requested by
a member of
the party to
judge
whether the
bill would
keep them in power. The

leader of the part y, Prime

Minister Steve Jackson, was

contacted but refused to

comment.

Predictably, the Conservative

Party leader, James

Chamberlain, criticised 

the bill. I n an exclusive

interview he today said: "I

am shocked and appalled by

this bill- i t has no benefits

for the country and is simply

a ploy to keep Labour in

power, and if they continue
scraping the
bottom of the
barrel for
solutions, they

will get
splinters under

their
fingernails!" 

A schoolchild named Richard

today said, "I am not sur e

about this new bi ll. I am

eleven, and it wi ll give me a

great sense of responsibility-

but I don't know whether I

am ready to deal with such a

great responsibility!" 

By Daniel Pare, 11

What does the future hold?
Voting at 12- Right or Wrong?

21st March 2053

YOUNG
RECORD
COMPANY 
IS A 
SMASH HIT!
March 10th 4812

Last night saw the
grand opening of the
Lozi High music school
with a massive party
at the Glitz and
Glamour club near
Brixton, in what used
to be South London.

The Lozi school helps
bands and musicians
under the age of 16
produce their own

records. "Young people
and children run this
school and do a really
good job of i t," said Jack
Fitzal, 15. 

We spoke to Louis
O'Shaughnessy, one
of Lozi's founders:
Q: Have you learnt
anything so far in your
time working her e?
LOUIS: I think I'v e
understood that people
my age don't just l ike
chiksen and ramby and
these other new genres
of music from the last
twenty years. They are
also into ancient music
forms such as RnB and
rock music, and they
even like classical and
opera, which are almost
forgotten art f orms these
days."

Louis, at the age of 11, and
his partner Ziyad, who is
nine, are the youngest Chief
Executives of any company
in human history.

By Louis & Ziyad

Teachers of Class J5 at Avenir
Primary School have begun
holding classes outdoors in
an attempt to make teaching
more interesting.

Yesterday afternoon the
children went outside,
jumped onto their ho ver-
boards and got ready for a
very interesting lesson on
fractions. They were lined up
in rows of even numbers,
then told to spl it into hal f,
and half again, unti l they got

to the lowest number
possible. In a biology lesson
later in the day Class K9 went
down to the school gardens.
They studied how a plant
grows and were soon
planting some of their own.

The pupils enjoyed this way
of learning, however Tony
Blair didn't. He said, "I
disapprove of this greatly. I
leave London for 142 years
and look what it's turned
into! A dirt y, badly run city" 
But Tony isn't Prime Minister
anymore, and the support of
real PM Elizabeth Jackson
shows what a good idea this
is. The schools, teachers -
and of course the children -
all love the new lessons.
By Sophy Leys-Johnston, 9

Learning al fresco! 12/04/2150 Leave school at 13 - become PM
1st Jan 2469

A new, international law

allows teenagers to leave

school at the age of 13 and

become an MP or the

Prime Minister. 

Young people could take

over the world, mak e it

easier for more people go

to university. On the other

hand, they might advise

people to eat five packets

of crisps instead of five

fruit and veg a day. 
Some people (children

mostly) are delighted with

the new idea whi le others

are terri fied. Anna, 32 from

Liverpool, said "This is not

a good idea because they

will make silly rules." John,

disagreed: "I think i t wi ll

be a good idea as long as

the children are well
educated." 

Such Idiots
It seems members of the

public have different views,

but what do the curr ent

MPs think of the idea?

One opposition MP, Jamie

Corciavelli, for North
Islington said: "I don't

know what the
governments of the world

are doing, they are such

idiots!" Media organisations

have been infesting the

houses of parliament ever

since the news got out.

As part of the South Bank’s ‘Operation Soapbox’ project, we got 
thinking about what the future might look like. Read our news stories to discover

how the lives of young people might have changed many moons from now...



Emily Thornberry, MP for
Islington South and
Finsbury, takes her
environmental
responsibilities seriously, so
much so that she won the
ePolitix award for
Environment MP of the Year
2006. When we interviewed
Emily she told us: "Climate
change will affect everyone -
but i t is the next gener ation of
young people who stand to
suffer most f rom the long term consequences of climate
change. I know that a lot of y oung people understand this
and are pushing the politicians of today to tackle this huge
problem." 

Emily also worries about how climate change will affect
vulnerable people: "There are a number of things that wi ll
happen as a result
of climate change -
rising sea levels,
disruption to f ood
supplies, more
volatile weather -
and I think the
most disturbing fact
is that these
problems will affect
the poorest first."
She reckons that
everyone needs to
take responsibility
for the problem:
"We need to work
together to tackle
climate change.
That means we all have to do our part as individuals, and
the Government has to make sure that we are taking
action at the national and international lev els as well." 

We also met with young activists from the youth
organisation the Woodcraft Folk at the C-Change event on
Clapham Common. Gloria, Emma and Kemi are on the
steering group of the C-Change campaign, which the
Woodcraft Folk has been working on to raise awareness
about climate change. 

Emma, 18, told us that "Young people
should really be interested in climate
change because our world is going to be
next." We wanted to know how our
lifestyles would be affected: "Maybe we'll
be limited in terms of making less fl ights.
We'll certainly have to develop new
technologies and new ways of doing
things." Gloria, 14, also pointed out that "W e get most of
our food from overseas so if they can't gr ow it any more
because of floods or droughts then i t's going to mean we
won't get such a wide selection." 

The impact of climate change can be much more serious
than a change of diet f or some people, as Emma made 

like hurricanes, volcanoes. And
when these things happen it
tends to hi t the poor worst, and
it hi ts them first."

Gloria doesn't think that
politicians are doing enough to
deal with climate change.
"Obviously they can do more.
There should definitely be
stronger rules because at the
moment we just ha ve guidelines
which people don't really have

to conform to." Kemi, 16, agreed that "they should start
tackling it more now," especially in terms of implementing
the Kyoto tr eaty. Kemi did have some positive things to
say as well: "It's qui te interesting because there's the new
Climate Bill that's come thr ough, I think that's one of the
main steps." Emma was aware of the practical difficulties
for politicians of dealing with such a big issue: "Politicians

know they're only
going to be in
politics for a short
time and climate
change is a long-
term issue, but I
think ther e are
some politicians
who really do care,
and I think
particularly the
European Union has
made a lot of
progress."

What are the things
young people can
do to help? Gloria

told us, "We're hoping to make people change their
attitudes so they don't think of cl imate change as this
great big, scary thing that no-one can do an ything about.
We think of i t as something that we can al l help with."
Kemi, for example, suggested "turning down the
thermostat in y our house and wearing a jumper instead,
and switching off appliances, like your TV."

Emma said "the best thing you can do for yourself is to
find out mor e - the next gener ation
shouldn't be denied the rights and
resources that every previous generation
has had. You can pressurise your
parents and make them change their
lifestyle too."

Adults today are hopefully listening and
might try to  stop destr oying the world
we are growing up in. We don't know

what's going to happen in the f uture - maybe we will have
a new ice age or a heat wave - but we should be pr epared
just in case. We are already ruining the world, and we
should all see that by now.

Interviews and story by Gyasi, 10, Maryam, 8, Lizzy, 9,
Gabby, 11 and Jamie, 13.

Adults
Have Ruined

Our World
Across the world climate change is causing natural disasters

and human tragedies and it is getting worse. How will it affect
us as the next generation? Loud N Clear reporters investigate…

GYASI AND MARYAM CHECKOUTGREEN
TRANSPORT ATTHE THEC-CHANGEEVENT

LIZZY, MARYAM AND GYASI INTERVIEWEDEMILY THORNBERRY MP AT
ISLINGTON TOWN HALL



“ My first favourite activity was
archery. At the end of ar chery
we had a litt le competition. The
finalists each had one arrow and
the person with the highest
points won; the winner w as
Sarra. I thought that ar chery
was a muddy session and an
exciting one too.”

Amon, 10

“ I particularly l iked
archery because I
learnt as well as
having fun. I think
that the ar chery
was really great.
One of the things I
learnt in archery
was how to hold
the bow.”

Maryam, 8

ARCHERY

How scared was I?
“ When I started to cl imb the
ladder I f elt excited, but when I
reached the platform I look ed
down and I got r eally scared - so
I pushed myself to r each my
target and made it to the top .   
When I got to the top and I had
to jump, my whole body started
to shake like I w as going to die or
I w as going mad. But when I
reached the bottom I just w anted
to do i t again - and that f elt really
good because I knew that I w as
no longer scared of heights.”

“ The zip wire was not
very scary, exept for
the bit when you just
finished climbing up
the ladder and you
were standing on this
big piece of wood and
it was really wobbly.
When I jumped of f the
platform I f elt l ike I
was flying.”
Maryam, 8

ZIP WIRE

L’N’C Resi

BETHLETSFLY WITHHERARROW

SISTERSBANA AND
YOHANAGETREADY

TOAIM TRISTAN LINESUP HIS SHOT

SURE-SHOT SARRAWONTHEARCHERY COMPETITION

LOUISLOOKSPLEASED
WITHHIS ATTEMPT

ALL HARNESSEDUP AND READY FORTHEZIP-WIRE

MARYAM COMESSAFELY IN TOLANDTHAT PLATFORMLOOKS
PRETTYHIGH...

BUTIT FEELSEVEN
HIGHER!!!

THEGROUPHELP
EACHOTHEROUT

WITHTHEIR
HARNESSES



On the 15th of February 
Loud’N’ Clear went on a
residential to a Kingswood centre
in Buckinghamshire.

I, along wi th Beth, Jordan and Daniel,
organised and ran the trip and
facilitated all our self-led sessions.
The sessions included a quiz; map
making (in groups creating massive
maps of our ideal neighbourhood
using cut outs f rom newspapers and
magazines); the recipe for a perfect
residential, and a Litt le Sister
workshop featuring me as the voice
of Litt le Sister herself and Beth and
Jordan as the presenters. 

In the Litt le Sister workshop everyone
taking part w as divided into two
groups. The idea was that whi le one
group was performing the other w as
the audience. In each group there
were four pairs and each pair had to
choose a subject that affects young
people that they would pr esent to the
audience. We filmed all the
housemates entering the Litt le Sister
house and presenting their subject.
The idea was to get them to ha ve a
debate but Litt le Sister had to butt in
a few times to encourage them! 

The audience were allowed to vote on
the team f rom each episode that they

liked the best. There was a
showdown and the final winners
were Sophy and Lizzy talking
about racism. The runners up
were Maryam and Yohana with
Gang Culture. It w as really close
- only one vote between them,
and Sophy and Lizzy won a £5
HMV voucher each. It w as a
really good day and everyone

The recipe for the perf ect residential
was the last workshop we did before
we left and in i t we were asked to
create a recipe that in our minds
would sum up the r esidential for us.
Everyone was involved in this activi ty
and we got some pretty cool meals
(most of them y ou probably wouldn't
dare to eat!!) Lots of people chose
chocolate to represent mud and ice-
cream to represent the cold weather.
Some other examples were candyfloss
because the residential was fun and
lemon tart because it was full of crazy
twists.

Even though i t was absolutely
freezing, everyone had a really good
time and learnt lots of new ski lls
(fencing, Aeroball, archery etc) and
really enjoyed themselves. 

By Sarra, 12
See the photos and read more about the
Little Sister, Map Making and Recipe
workshops on the following pages.

“ At the pool part y
everyone had a go on the
kayak while the rest of the
group made waterfalls and
rapids with their f eet. I
thought that this activi ty
was extremely fantastic
because no other activity
centre has kayaks in their
swimming pools.”

Amon, 10

“ On Day 2 we had a
quiz. I loved it because
some questions were
difficult and some were
not. My group knew
most of the answers.
This made me feel like sometimes we
were going to win, but I also f elt l ike I
was learning new things. We did well
because we came second place. I
thought that ev eryone tried their best. ”

Yohana, 12

The residential was forThe residential was for
three days. The adventurethree days. The adventure
activities that we did onactivities that we did on
the trip were archery,the trip were archery,
Aeroball, fencing, climbing,Aeroball, fencing, climbing,
pool party,pool party,
campfire and campfire and 
zip wire.zip wire.

FUN!!!

L’N’C Residential

15 8 13 

GETTINGTHELOWDOWN ON CLIMBING
FROMTHEKINGSWOODINSTRUCTORS

ON GUARD!
LEARNINGHOW
TOLUNGEAND
PARRY IN OUR

FENCING
WORKSHOP

AS EASYAS FALLINGOFFA LOG!

JORDAN MAKESIT TOTHETOP! THETWO-HEADEDBEAST

THETHREEMUSKETEERS:
DANIEL, LOUISAND TRISTAN

LISA GIVES
SOPHIAA LIFT

MARYAM CATCHESSOME

ZIP WIREACTION



I enjo yed doing the
maps of our ideal

neighbourhood because
we all worked together
and I l ike doing group

work. Also we got messy
and sticky and that was

fun - we didn't ev en
want to go f or break!     

The workshop I l iked most
was Litt le Sister because it
was funny and we all acted
like it was actually Big
Brother and we were on live
TV. It w as the funniest when
Yohana and Maryam's group
were up because of the way
Maryam was copying Ziyad
and Tristan.

a recipe for
the perfect
residential...

“ This residential was cool and fun and
I hope we go again!”

Recipes by Yohana, Sophy, Daniel, Lisa, Lizzy,
Bana and Beth. All words on this page by Bana.

Here’s how our area would look if we could design it ourselves. 
On the next page: read about what it’s like where we really live...

OUR IDEAL
NEIGHBOURHOOD

Little Sister

YOHANA’S FLAG FORA

SMOKE-FREELAND

PLENTYOFGREENSPACEAND
PUBLICTRANSPORT

PLACESOF
WORSHIPFOR
ALL FAITHS

SOPHIA,
JORDAN AND

MARYAM HARD
AT WORK

CONTESTANTSPREPARETOENTERTHE
LITTLESISTERHOUSE

THEREWERECHAOTICSCENESAS FANS
GATHEREDOUTSIDETHEHOUSE

THEFINAL WINNERS, LIZZYAND
SOPHY, WAIT NERVOUSLY FOR

THERESULTS

SARRA, BETHAND JORDAN ONCAMERAAS
THEYPRESENTLITTLESISTER2008

LITTLESISTER(SARRA, LEFT) LOOKSON
UNIMPRESSED, WHILELISA HEARSOUT

THEOTHERHOUSEMATES

BANA AND AMON
GAVEA GREAT

PRESENTATIONON
VIOLENTCRIME



WE

H
ME, OUTSIDE

OURHOUSE

ME AND MYBROTHER

UMAN IN BED

MY YOUNGER

MY MUM, TRACY

H
I am 15 and I go to Richar d
Cloudesley School. I l ive in a
house in Stoke Newington, in
northeast London. There are
five people living in the house:
me, my mum and dad, my
brother Uman and my sister
Maryam. I share a bedroom
with my brother and sister. Our
house has six rooms and a
garden. It is a big house. The
sitting room is my favourite
room because that is where
my family gets together and
talks. We have a big garden.
In the garden there is lots of
grass and flowers. My mum
looks after the garden. When I
sit in the gar den I can hear
aeroplanes, and the
neighbours talking.We have
BBQs in the garden in the
summertime - I l ike to eat
everything on the BBQ! We are
friends with our neighbours -
they are friendly people.

OUR NEW

KITCHEN

MY MUM

AND I

JORDAN
I've lived in Highbury for nearly five years. It
takes me about 20-25 minutes to get to
school. Headliners isn't far from my house
and we've got parks and youth clubs nearby. I

like that ther e's a lot of gr een spaces in my area, and a
swimming pool. I don't l ike the fact that I l ive right near the
rival school to mine, which means I don't f eel safe coming
home from school. Perhaps more things to do, like maybe a
cinema, would improve my area for young people. I wouldn't
mind possibly moving out of London just because it would be
greener. But I'm happ y here at the moment.

I’ve lived in Archway
for 11 years. There's

not that much to do in m y area
really. There's a litt le bit of
space, and a park that has

swings, but I don't r eally like
the baby parks. Sometimes I

feel safe but sometimes in my
area there's people smoking

and taking drugs on the str eet.
Probably if we had bigger

parks, and more youth projects
for teenagers it would make the
area better for young people. I
like my house but I don't r eally

like the area where I l ive.

A PHOTOGRAPHOF

ALL MYFAMILY

TRISTAN
My family's lived in
Tufnell Park for 15
years. It tak es about
five minutes for me

to get to
school.
There are
playing
fields in
my area.
I do f eel

safe where I l ive - I
don't think gangs
would come into our
house, and they're
not around all the
time. A park and
more lighting would
make my area better
for young people,
and less gangs.

YSTA L
CR

I am 16 and I go to Richar d
Cloudesley School. Meet my family...

UZAIFA

S
C

RI

ME AND MYSISTERS, 
BUNMIAND SHOLA

I’m 13 and a
pupil at
Richard
Cloudesley
School. I took
pictures of
myself at home
with my family.

AMON
I have lived in Islington for eleven
years. It tak es me one minute to get to
school. There's a park nearby where you

can play football, basketball and tennis. I l ike going to
the park and playing but I don't l ike it when ther e's
teenagers in a group in that ar ea. I do f eel safe when
I'm on m y way to or f rom school - that's fine because it's
daytime isn't i t? But when i t's night time and I'm coming
back, then it's dark so you don't know wher e people are.
I would mak e my area better for young people by having
more youth clubs and sports facilities. If I had a choice I
would move to the countryside, because it's got mor e
space and it's open.

Young people from Islington, including pupils at Richard
Cloudesley School, talk about where they live and share

their photos of home.

WHERELIVEBA
N
A



What does your job involve?
I work in the saf er schools office. I'm
there to assist both the pupi ls and the
teachers with advice, and I deal wi th any
crime that happens within the
school. 

What do you think
causes knife crime among
young people?
Peer pressure. I think some
people think they get r espect by
carrying knives. “For protection”
is probably the number one
answer I get f rom young people. Some
think that carrying a kni fe for protection is
a good reason, but unfortunately a lot of
people are hurt wi th knives that get tak en
off them [b y someone else].

Why don’t young people want to
come forward when they’ve
witnessed knife crime?
Maybe they're scared, or they think that
because it's a young person carrying a
knife they'll get away with i t, which isn't
the case. 

What protection can be offered to
young witnesses of knife crime?
In court we can put screens up so the
person that's in tr ouble doesn't see you, or

use video links
so you don't
see anybody in
the courtroom.

How do the
figures for knife 
crime in
Islington
compare to the

I don't ha ve those statistics to hand, but
as far as I'm aware knife crime has
actually dropped in the last twelv e
months. There is a possible increase

among young people, but
overall it has dropped.

Would you put that down to
any programmes you've put
into place?
We run Operation Curb. If we
have intelligence that a certain
group is causing problems we
will combat that b y visible

policing, and speaking to them wi th their
parents. We'll not only arr est them but try
and get them to do other things - get
them on to f ootball or into music - an y
ways to stop them going into crime.

Are gangs as prevalent as we are led
to believe by the media?
There are gangs, and there's always been
gangs, but just because children hang
around in a group doesn't mean they're a
gang. The media seem to think that
because they're in a group that means
they're going to go and cause trouble.
Mostly they haven't got anywhere to go;
there's not a lot of places for them to go
after school. Parents work long hours so
there's no-one at home sometimes and
they can't get in. So all they can do is
hang around on the streets.

What might be some of the solutions
to knife crime among young people?
Education and talking to young people.
Find out why they feel they have to carry
knives and see if we can't work to get rid
of those reasons.

ABEL:Sometimes people in Islington
carry knives because they want to
protect themselves but others are just
looking for trouble. Gang fights usually
cause knife crimes. If they made
everyone see how bad knife crimes are it
would help a lot. Most kids use violence
to solve their problems because they
don't see another option - they  use

SALLY:I think people in Islington carry
knives because they think it's cool. Knife
crime can be solved by people behaving
themselves outside and not drinking too
late, and making sure they're staying
safe. Witnesses of knife crime don't
come forward because they’re scared
that they will be the next victim. If I
saw a knife crime I would call the police
coz I think that’s the best solution.
JOSEPH:Sometimes people coming from
different countries and different
cultures is one of the causes of knife
crime amongst young people. Knife crime is
not a good way of dealing with things. It
is giving young people a bad name and it
influences younger kids. 

ROBEL: Knife crimes make me feel bad
because I might be the next person, but
I'm not really out that late so it
doesn't worry me too much. If I saw a
knife crime being committed I would
phone the police.
SAMUEL:Young people carry knives to
show that they’re strong. I think
witnesses don't own up when they've
seen a knife crime because they’re
scared they might get hurt or die. If
you want to solve your problems you could
always call the police to help you on 999. 

AT THE    
Young People and Knife Crime in IslingtonSHARPEND

YOHANA:The solution to knife crime
amongst young people is to give them
something to do because they get bored.
I want to see an end to knife crime so
people won't be afraid to come out of
their own houses. I think sports like
boxing could be a good way for young
people to deal with their problems,
because they can take their anger out
on a punch bag instead of a person.

SEMRAWIT:I think young people
commit knife crime because they stay up
too late with their friends, and they
take drugs or drink and get crazy;
sometimes they just do it for the fun
of it. If this carries on then at the end
of the year there might be 1,000 young
people dead, and I'm scared that one of
them might be me. There's a lot of
websites where young people could ask
for help with their problems.

KNIFECRIMESSEEMTOBE A PROBLEMAROUNDTHEUK, AND ISLINGTON IS AFFECTEDTOO.
LOTS OFKIDSAREBEINGKILLEDFORLIVINGIN A DIFFERENTAREAORBECAUSETHEY

BELONGTOANOTHERGANG, AND WETHINKTHAT THISIS A SERIOUSISSUETHAT WEHAVETO

LOOKAT. WE SPOKETOEACHOTHERABOUTKNIFECRIMEAND WEINTERVIEWEDPC EMLYN

HUGHES, A SCHOOLSOFFICERWITHISLINGTON POLICE.

INTERVIEWWITHPC HUGHES(CENTRE). CONDUCTEDBY(LEFTTORIGHT) SAMUEL, 10, ABEL,
14, AMON, 10, SALLY, 12, SEMRAWIT, 11 AND YOHANA, 12


